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REPORT  '-^^^ 

OF    THE 

SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  the  HON'BLE 
the  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY,  on  the  17th  March, 
]870,  to  consider  and  report  upon  TELEGRAPHIC 
EXTENSION,  with  INSTRUCTIONS  to  REPORT 
upon  the  SUBJECT  of  TELEGRAPHIC  EXTEN- 
SION generally. 

The  Committee  having  inquired  into  the  matters  referred 
to  it,  begs  to  report : 

That  telegraphic  communication  with  Queen's  Town  might 
be  established  from  Fort  Beaufort  at  a  cost  for  construction 
of  about  £3,000,  and  that  the  annual  expense  to  be  incurred 
for  maintenance  and  working  would  be  about  £250. 

That  the  position  of  Queen's  Town  upon  the  immediate 
border  of  the  Colony,  at  a  point  where,  in  the  event  of  native 
disturbances,  extensive  military  operations  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  to  be  directed  from,  together  with  its  import- 
ance in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  is  such  as  to  make  it 
very  desirable  to  have  communication  with  it  by  means  of 
the  telegraph ;  and  the  Committee  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  transmission  of 
messages  to  and  from  Queen's  Town  would  be  equal,  in 
amount  at  least,  to  that  derived  from  any  other  town  along 
the  existing  lines,  Port  Ehzabeth  excepted. 

A  telegraph  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  Cape  Recif,  and 
one  from  Simon's  Town  to  Cape  Point,  could  be  constructed 
for  about  £1,400,  and  one  from  Graham's  Town  to  Port 
Alfred  for  £1,700, — and  the  annual  cost  of  maintenance  and 
working  of  the  three  would  amount  to  about  £250.  It  could 
not  be  expected,  the  Committee  considers,  that  much  income 
would  be  obtained  for  the  transmission  of  messages  to  and 
from  the  lighthouses ;  but  it  would  doubtless  be  for  many 
reasons  desirable  to  have  telegraphic  communication  with 
tlfem,  when  the  Colony  is  in  a  position  to  incur  the  expense 
without  inconvenience. 
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At  the  proj^cnt  time,  ;i  line  to  Port  Alfred,  the  Committee 
consider  tlie  most  imjiortant  of  these  three,  and  it  would 
cost  the  least  for  construction  and  maintenance  because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  Kovvie  forests. 

The  Telegraph  Company  cannot  be  required  to  construct 
or  work  either  of  these  lines,  under  the  conditions  of  the 
contract  between  it  and  the  Government,  but  t  he  Committee 
has  ascertained  that  the  Company  would  be  willing  to  work 
any  or  all  of  them,  in  consideration  of  being  allowed  to  receive 
a  small  portion  of  the  revenues  derived  from  them. 

The  Committee's  attention  has  been  called  to  the  corres- 
pondence that  passed  between  the  Government  and  the 
Telegraph  T'ompany  in  1868,  and  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  of  Assembly  during  the  session  of  that 
year,  on  the  subject  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  Company 
was  willing  to  dispose  of  its  lines,  and  has  ascertained  that  the 
Company  is  still  prepared  to  do  so  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£45,000,  and  to  take  payment  in  debentures  bearing  interest 
at  4^  per  cent. 

The  Committee  believes  that  if  the  lines  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  the  income  obtained  tor  the  transmission 
of  messages,  and  the  sum  now  paid  for  subsidies  and  military 
messages,  would  more  than  cover  the  cost  for  maintaining 
and  working  it. 

But  whether  the  Government  purchases  the  existing  lines 
or  not,  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  a  line  to  Queen's 
Town  should  be  constructed  without  delay,  as  well  for  the 
reasons  before  mentioned  as  with  a  view  to  further  extensions 
towards  the  Free  State.  The  distance  from  Queen's  Town 
to  Bloemfontein  is  less  than  that  from  any  other  point  on  the 
existing  lines,  and  the  best  description  of  wood  (sneezewood) 
for  posts  could  be  obtained,  the  Committee  believes,  from 
the  forests  in  Upper  Tambookieland,  at  a  less  cost  than  any 
other  wood  could  be  got  for  along  a  more  direct  line  from 
Port  Elizabeth. 


R.  SOUTllEY,  Chairman, 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMITTEE, 


Select  Committee  by  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  17th 
March,  1870,  on  Telegraphic  Extension,  for  consideration 
and  report,  with  instructions  to  report  on  the  Subject 
of  Telegraphic  Extension  generally,  with  Power  to 
take  Evidence  and  call  for  Papers,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Eustace,  Knight,  Darnell,  Solomon,  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 


Friday i  25tk  March,  1870. 


PRESENT 


Mr.  Darnell, 
Mr.  Eustace, 


Mr.  Knight, 
Colonial  Secretary. 

Resolved, — That  the  Colonial  Secretary  be  the  Chairman. 

Chairman  read  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Queen's 
Town,  praying  for  the  extension  of  the  telegraph  to  that  town. 
Also  message  from  Government,  No.  27,  on  proposals  for  establish- 
ing telegraphic  communication  between  Simon's  Town  and  Cape 
Point  lighthouse,  between  Port  Elizabeth  and  Cape  Recif  light- 
house, and  between  Graham's  Town  and  Port  Alfred,  referred 
to  them.     (See  Appendix  B.) 

Resolved, — To  write  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  request  that 
the  Committee  may  be  furnished  with  any  correspondence  between 
the  Government  and  the  Telegraph  Company  on  the  subject  of 
the  terms  upon  whieh  the  Telegraph  Company  would  be  willing 
to  dispose  of  the  line  or  lines  to  the  Government. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  Wollaston  be  requested  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  to  give  evidence. 

Committee  adjourned  to  Monday,  at  half-past  1 1  o'clock. 


Monday,  28th  March,   1870. 


PRESENT : 

Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 

Mr.  Darnell,  I  Mr.  Knight, 

Mr.  Eustace,  |  Mr,  Solomon. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Wollaston,  General  Manager  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  Telegraph  Company,  examined. 


VI  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMITTEE. 


Resolved, — That  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  be  at  once 
printed. 

Resolved, — To  call  for  the  evidence  of  Mr.  H.  Pauling  at  the 
next  meeting. 

Committee  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  at  half-past  10 
o'clock. 


Thursday,  ZUt    March,   1870. 


PRESENT : 

Hon'ble  Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 

Mr.  Darnell,  I  Mr.  Solomon, 

Mr.  luiight,  I  Mr.  Eustace. 

Read  the  correspondence  between  the  Government  and  the 
Telegraph  Company  on  the  subject  of  the  terms  upon  which  the 
Telegraph  Company  would  be  willing  to  dispose  of  the  line  or 
lines  to  the  Government.     (See  Appendix  C.) 

Mr.  H.  Pauling,  Engineer  of  the  Railway  Company,  examined. 

Mr.  Knight,  member  of  the  Committee,  examined. 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Committee  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  at  11  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  6th  April,  1870. 


PRESENT  : 

Hon'ble  Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 

Mr.  Darnell,  I  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Eustace,  | 

Mr.  Wollaston,  General  Manager  of  the  Telegraph  Company 
again  examined. 

The  Chairman  submitted  draft  report. 

Report  agreed  to,  and  the  Chairman  was  instructed  to  report 
to  the  House  accordingly. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


COMMITTEE  ON  TELEGRAPH  EXTENSION. 


Monday,  28tk  March,  1870. 

PRESENT ; 

Hon.  Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 

Mr.  Solomon,  I  Mr.  Darnell, 

Mr.  Eustace,  j  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  WoUaston,  General  Manager  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Telegraph  Company,  examined. 

1.  Chairman.']  You   are   the   manager  of  the  Telegraph  Mr.  Woiiaston. 
Company  in  this  Colony  ?-I  am.  Marchi^isro. 

2.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  Mr.  Pickering? — I  am. 

3.  You  are  aware  that  the  10th  clause  of  the  contract 
stipulates  that  the  Company  when  called  upon  in  a  certain 
way  to  do  so,  should  be  bound  to  extend  the  lines  in  certain 
directions  by  an  annual  payment  of  £2  per  mile  ? — Yes. 

4.  You  are  aware  that  the  Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  to  report  upon  the  question  involving  an 
extension  to  Queen's  Town  ? — I  am 

5.  Queen's  Town  is  not  one  of  the  places  mentioned  in 
the  contract? — No,  it  is  not. 

6.  Would  there  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany to  extend  the  line  to  Queen's  Town,  in  consideration 
of  receiving  an  annual  payment  of  £2  per  mile  J — The 
Company  would  not  be  at  all  wiUing  to  make  any  extension 
in  that  direction  for  £2  a  mile,  unless  compelled. 

7.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  what  the  cost  would  be  to 
lay  down  a  line  of  telegraph  communication  between  Fort 
Beaufort  and  Queen's  Town,  the  distance  being  about  ninety 
miles  ? — Seventy-six   miles  is   what  I   have   considered    the 
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Mr.  iro//o*f..H,  distance  to  be.  Extensions  in  the  Eastern  Province,  not 
MMch28!i8:o  bevonrl  Quern's  Town,  \  think,  would  cost  about  £50  a  mile. 
I  have  estimated  it  at  £55  ICs.  a  mile  hut  I  think  I  allowed 
full  for  it.  The  probable  annual  expenses  for  keeping  it  in 
order  and  workino-,  if  it  were  done  as  substantially  as  J 
conceive  all  lines  ouoht  to  be,  now  we  have  p;ained  experi- 
ence, would  not  be  more  than  10s.  per  mile,  and  the  working 
of  each  station  at  £I00. 

8.  Could  you  tell  us  upon  what  terms  the  Company  would 
be  willing  to  extend  it  to  Queen's  Town? — I  he  objection 
that  the  Company  would  make  to  extending  it  at  the  cost  of 
the  Compnny,  is  that  their  capital  account  is  closed,  and 
we  should  have  to  make  arrangements  for  an  extended  capital. 
If  the  lines  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Company,  they 
would  extend  it  at  cost  price,  and  work  the  traffic  over  the 
existing  lines;  that  is  to  say,  we  would  arrange  any  terms 
with  the  Government  for  tlie  Government  to  take  as  high  as 
two  thirds  of  the  traffic  that  should  come  over  our  present 
lines  from  the  Queen's  Town  line.  If  carried  out,  the 
Government  could  have  the  half  or  two  thirds  of  that. 

9.  Would  the  Company  be  willing  to  make  the  same 
arrangements  if  the  wires  were  extended  to  the  lighthouses  ? 
— Yes,  quite  so 

10.  'I  hat  is,  if  the  Government  constructed  or  found  the 
means  of  constructing  those  lines,  you  would  work  the  exten- 
sions?— We  should  work  the  extensions  and  give  the  (iov- 
ernment  very  nearly  the  whole  of  the  traffic  that  came  over 
our  existing  lines  from  those  extensions. 

11.  has  there  been  any  correspondence  between  yourself 
and  your  Company  recently  about  the  Government  taking 
over  the  line  ? — I  went  to  England  last  year  on  purpose  to 
confer  with  the  Board  on  the  subject. 

12.  W^ould  there  be  any  alteration  of  the  terms  upon  which 
the  Company  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  telegraph  to 
that  referred  to  in  the  correspondence? — Well,  I  am  authorized 
to  close  without  reference  home  on  those  terms,  and  in  the 
event  of  other  terms  being  agreed  upon,  I  am  instructed 
to  accept,  subject  to  approval,  at  even  a  little  below 
£45,000. 

13.  Five  per  cent  debentures? — Well,  I  would  close  at 
4^  ;  I  consider  4^  in  England  equivalent  to  par. 

14.  Mr.  Eustace.]  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  traffic  on 
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the  lines  has  been  improving? — Ft  has  not   been  improving  Mr.  iVoUaston 
duriog  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  months.  March28]i870. 

15.  Chairman.]  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  Government 
pay  now  altop;ether  ? — Accordinjij  to  the  last  account  the 
average  was  £3,183  4s.  ^d.  annually. 

16.  In  the  event  of  extension  to  Queen's  Town,  do  you 
think  Fort  Beaufort  would  be  the  best  place  to  extend  from  ? 
— I  think  Fort  Beaufort  would  be  a  better  place  than  King 
William's  Town.  I  allude  particularly  to  Fort  Beaufort  being 
a  better  place,  because,  in  the  event  of  frontier  disturbances, 
you  would  have  the  communication  with  Queen's  Town  on 
this  side  of  the  Fish  River  Bush,  and  all  that  part. 

17.  Would  you  con  tern  plete  using  wooden  posts? — Either 
sneezewood  or  iron  ;  iron  in  some  places,  and  wood  in 
others,  and  nothing  else  would  I  use  now. 

18.  No  otlier  wood  than  sneezewood  ? — No  other. 

19*  Mr.  Eustace.]  Suppose  you  carry  the  line  to  Queen's 
Town,  that  would  be  en  route  to  the  Free  State  and  the 
country  beyond  that? — Yes. 

20.  Chairman]  Have  you  made  any  calculation  so  as  to 
be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Government 
would  derive  any  advantage  from  taking  over  the  line? — If 
the  Government  took  over  the  line  on  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  correspondence,  1  am  confident  they  will  save 
£1,000  a  year,  and  1  think  very  much  nearer  £2,000,  by 
uniting  the  telegraph  and  the  postal  department. 

21.  Mr.  Eustace.']  You  would  make,  then,  the  Postmaster- 
General  Director  of  the  Telegraph? — Yes.  Let  him  be  Post- 
master-General and  Director  of  Telegraphs,  and  you  could 
have  a  socretury  tor  the  postal  department,  and  a  secretary 
for  the  telegraph  department ;  keeping  the  departments 
perfectly  distinct,  excepting  that  one  head  would  be  over  the 
two,  1  may  niention  that  there  is  one  great  objection  to 
extension  of  the  lines  which  did  not  exist  much  earlier,  and 
that  is  that  half  cur  contract  has  expired.  So  that  before 
any  extensions  were  carried  out,  we  should  only  have  six  years 
of  the  contract  left  unexpired  ;  and  then  the  £1,600  subsidy 
for  the  line  between  t|iis  and  Graham's  Town  would 
cease. 

22.  Mr.  Darnell.]  When  did  the  contract  commence? — 
The  line  was  opened  on  the  14th  January,  1863,  so  that 
about  half  the  time  has  expired. 
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Mr.  JToihttum.      23.  Which  of  the  proposed   extensions  do  you  consider 
Mirch2s^is:o.  the  most  important? — 1  should  say  by  very  far  the  extensions 
to  Queen's  Town  and  Graharti's  I'own  to  Kowie. 

24.  On  what  account? — That  I  feel  quite  certain  on  there 
beinp:  any  frontier  disturbance,  everybody  will  be  crying^  out, 
"  NN  hat  ibols  we  were  not  to  have  a  telegraph  to  Queen's 
Town." 

25.  Do  you  think  the  line  would  pay  the  interest  of  the 
capital  expended  upon  it? — Yes;  we  so  very  frequently 
have  messages  sent  by  the  ordinary  post  from  Queen's  J'own 
vid  King  William's  Town  or  Graham's  Town,  to  be  for- 
warded by  telegraph  to  Cape  Town.  The  reply  is  sent  to 
them  to  be  forwarded  back  to  Queen's  Town  by  post,  that  I 
think  it  would  be  a  line  which  would    fully  pay  its  expenses. 

26.  Mr.  Solomon.']  So  far  as  defensive  purposes  are  con- 
cerned, and  perhaps  also  commercial  purposes,  you  are  in 
favour  of  Queen's  Town ;  but  looked  at  from  a  Free  State 
point  of  view,  and  the  extension  further  on  to  ISatal,  would 
you  be  in  favour  of  an  extension  from  Queen's  Town  to  the 
Free  State,  or,  as  you  originally  proposed  in  1865,  from  Port 
Elizabeth  vid  Somerset,  Graaff-Keinet,  Cradock,  and  Coles- 
berg,  to  the  Free  State? — I  think,  with  a  view  to  extending 
to  Natal,  the  line  should  run  from  Port  Elizabeth  nearly 
direct  north,  that  is,  supposing  the  line  is  constructed  with  a 
view  of  going  round  to  Natal  through  Colesberg.  My  rea- 
son for  saying  that  it  should  go  from  Port  Elizabeth  is,  that 
you  then  take  in  Somerset,  Cradock,  Colesberg,  the  Free 
State,  and  then  Maritzburg  and  Durban. 

27.  Mr.  Eustace.']  What  is  the  distance  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth to  Fort  Beaufort  ? — About  140  miles. 

28.  Then  if  it  is  intended  to  go  to  Natal,  you  would  advo- 
cate the  abandonment  of  the  Queens  Town  line  in  favour  of 
that  ow  Colesberg? — \es.  If  the  line  is  certainly  to  be 
extended  to  Natal;  but  if  it  is  to  be  constructed  in  this 
Colony,  for  frontier  purposes  only,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Queen's  Town  line  would  be  the  best. 

29.  Mr.  Knight.]  What  is  the  value  of  the  stores  you 
have  in  hand  ? — About  £1,200. 
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Tuesday,  2>\st  March,  1870. 


present: 
Hon.  Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 
Mr.  Darnell,  [  Mr.  Knij2;lit. 


Mr.  Solomon,  |  Mr-  Eustace. 

Mr.   H,  Pauling^   Resident   Enoineer  Railway    Company, 

examined. 

30.  Chairman.]  I   believe   you    are   an  engineer  in   the        Mr. 
employ  of  the  Wellington  Hallway  Company? — Yes.  *  _^"^ 

31.  'I  hat  company  has  telegraphic   communication  along  ^"°'^^^'^^'''^* 
its  line  ? — We  have. 

32.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  expense  of 
construction  and  keeping  in  proper  repair  the  line  of  tele- 
graphic communication? — '1  hat  telegraph  was  constructed 
by  Mr.  Pickering,  the  contractor  for  the  Railway  Campany, 
and  we  have  no  details  of  the  cost  of  construction.  The 
amount  set  down  in  the  contract  for  it  was  at  the  rate  of  £30 
per  mile,  but  that  was  exclusive  of  instruments.  Uf  course 
you  may  have  a  line  of  fifty  miles  with  only  two  instruments, 
but  we  have  eight  instruments  on  our  line 

33.  Are  the  instruments  expensive  ? — They  cost  about 
£40  each. 

34  Do  you  know  the  cost  of  maintenance  ? — For  the  last 
five  years  our  expenses  upon  it  have  been  at  an  average  of 
£3  7s.  per  mile  per  annum. 

35.  What  description  of  pole  do  you  use  ?— Fir  poles. 

36.  Can  you  tell  us  for  what  period  they  generally  last  ? 
— There  are  a  few  of  those  first  put  up  still  existing. 

37.  Does  the  cost  you  mention  include  the  working  of 
the  instrument,  in  fact,  the  office  attendance  ?-^No. 

38.  Working  the  instruments,  I  presume,  is  generally  done 
by  young  lads  ? — Yes. 

39.  Is  there  any  extra  expense  attending  the  working  of 
the  instruments  ? — It  requires  the  attention  of  the  clerk  in 
charge  ;  but  we  have  boys  to  do  the  work. 

40.  Specially  for  each  instrument? — Yes.  But  for  an 
independent  line  of  telegraph  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  have  a  person  in  actual  charge  of  each  instrument. 
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Mr.  41.   But  a  boy  could  work    it? — Yes.     In    England   they 

Ji.  /Wi.y.    fr(^q„(.,,tly  have  woukmi  to  work  them. 

M»rch3J,Ksro.  ^.j  Have  you  anv  iron  posts  in  use? — There  are  some 
put  up  on  the  \Vynl)erg  Kail  way  which  have  answered 
remarkably  well. 

.43.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  cost  of  iron  posts  are  ? — The 
cost  of  delivering  thiun  at  the  site  of  the  telegraph  line 
would  depend  upon  the  distance  they  would  have  to  be 
carried,  which  is  an  important  item  ;  but  the  delivery  at  a  port 
in  the  Colony,  all  expenses  paid,  would  be  about  £40  per  mile, 
and  to  that  would  have  to  be  added  the  cost  of  carriage  and 
erection,  which  would  be  included  in  the  general  cost  of  the 
erection  of  the  line. 

44.  In  the  construction  of  a  line  of  telegraph,  what  are 
the  other  items  of  expenses  besides  the  supports? — 1  here 
would  be  the  wire  and  insulators. 

45.  Can  you  tell  at  all  what  the  cost  of  the  wire  per  mile 
would  be  ?— Yes. 

Wire,  per  mile 

Insulators 

Lightinng  dischargers 

46.  Those  are  almost  the  only  items  ? — Yes.  Then  there 
are  other  expenses  attending  their  delivery,  which  would 
make  the  total  amount  to  £12  10s,  for  delivery  here  or  at 
Port  Elizabeth. 

47-  ISo  that  the  cost  of  iron  poles  and  other  articles  would 
amount  to  £52  10s.  ? — Yes. 

48.  Mr.  Solomon.]  That  includes  Customs  duties  and 
wharfage  ? — Yes  ;  and  all  contingent  expenses. 

49.  Chairman.]  Beyond  the  amount  mentioned  there 
would  also  be  the  expense  of  fixing? — The  fixing  of  the  iron 
poles  would  not  be  an  expensive  process,  very  little  more  than 
wood;  the  original  cost  would,  of  course,  be  very  much  greater. 

50.  Mr.  Solomon.]  What  would  be  the  cost  per  mile  if 
the  supports  were  of  wood  ? — It  would  be  £4  16s.,  exclusive 
of  cartage  and  other  charges. 

61.  have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  wooden  support? 
— Yes ;  but  the  sneezewood  posts  which  we  can  obtain  in  the 
Colony  for  the  purpose  are  the  best. 

52.  Mr.  Eustace]  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  supports  are 
requued  per  mile? — Twenty-four  posts  are  generally  put  up. 
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53.  Mr.    Darnell.]  The   cost  of  maintenance   would   be        Mr. 
very  much  reduced  by  usino-  iron  poles  ?  —Very  much.  ^'  ^°"^'"^' 

54.  What   do  you  think  would    be    the    difference? — It  Marchsi.isro. 
would  he  less  than  half  what  it  costs  now. 

55.  Chairman.]  I  suppose  it  costs  you  less  to  maintain 
your  line  than  it  would  cost  to  maintain  a  line  through  a 
country  where  there  is  no  railway,  because  you  can  transport 
your  posts  by  rail  ? — To  some  extent ;  but  the  poles  decay 
very  often,  and  we  have  had  to  substitute  many  ;  if  they  had 
been  more  substantial  it  would  not  have  cost  so  much  We 
have  lately  paid  only  2s.  6d.  for  each  fir  pole. 

56.  Mr.  Solomon.]  According  to  your  figures  you  could 
afford  to  spend  a  good  deal  in  maintenance  before  you  come 
up  to  the  expense  of  iron  posts? — Yes,  but  other  things  are 
to  be  considered ;  if  you  erect  the  line  over  an  isolated 
district  you  would  have  very  little  communication  along  the 
line  between  the  two  extremes,  and  the  expenses  therefore 
in  repairing  would  be  much  more  than  on  our  line. 

57.  The  interruptions  with  wooden  posts  would  be  very 
much  greater  than  with  iron  ? — Yes. 

58.  Mr.  Eustace.]  Iron  would  not  be  so  subject  to  bush 
fires? — No, 

59.  Chairman.]  Can  you  tell  us  the  weight  of  iron  posts? 
— They  are  hollow,  but  you  may  take  them  at  two  tons  of 
iron  per  mile. 

60.  VVhat  would  be  the  weight  of  wood  ? — It  would  be 
nearly  the  same  as  wood  ;  the  carriage  overland  would  be 
about  the  same  per  mile  in  either  case. 

61.  Mr  Solomon.]  Have  you  given  any  consideration  at 
all  to  the  extension  of  the  telegraphic  lines  in  this  Colony? — 
No;  1  know  very  little  of  the  Eastern  divisions. 

62.  Have  you  given  any  attention  to  the  best  way  of 
working  it,  whether  it  should  be  through  the  Post  Office  or 
a  separate  department? — 1  think  it  could  be  well  worked 
through  the  Post  Oflice  department. 

63.  That  is  the  intention  now,  F  believe,  in  England? — 
Yes;  I  believe  they  have  absolutely  taken  it  over, 

64.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  telegraph  line  being  in  the 
hands  of  Government  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  a  company  ? 
—  I  think  it  may  be  well  taken  over  by  the  Government. 

65.  Chairman]  What  is  the  cost  of  erecting  ? — That  I 
take  at  £5  per  mile. 


8  MiNuxn?  or  eviden'ck  taken  before  the 

H.  PouHh^.       C)6.  Mr.  Solojuon  ]   \A  hat  would  you  estimate  the  cost  of 

I_l        cnrrinoe  of  tlio  poles  ? — 1  take  it  at  sixpence  per  ton  per  mile, 

M»f«h3i,is7o.      jj^    ^|p   Darnell]  What  is  the  preparation  they  use  here 

for  the  telefjraph  line? — They  use   sulphate   of  copper,  and 

that  is  driven  through  the  heart  of  the  pole,  forcing'  the  sap 

out  of  the  wood. 

68  How  lonij  does  the  ordinary  fir  pole  last  when  it  is 
prepared  in  that  way? — I  liave  understood  Mr.  WoUaston  to 
say  tliat  it  lasts  about  double  the  time  it  would  without  the 
preparation-  He  is  using  some  plain  poles  now  without  the 
preparation. 

69.  Sneezewood  is  a  wood  that  lasts  as  long  as  iron  ? — 
Yes ;  and  I  believe  sneezewood  is  to  be  found  in  the  district 
where  you  propose  to  erect  the  telegraph. 

70.  iMr.  Solomon]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the 
telegraph  line  we  have  now  ?  How  is  it  constructed  ;  is  it 
ordinarily  well  constructed  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is- 

71.  And  as  to  the  state  of  the  poles  at  present? — No,  I  do 
not  know  much  about  that.  1  ought  to  have  added  to  my 
evidence  that  the  weioht  of  the  imported  materials  would  be 
about  one  third  of  a  i^m  per  mile,  exclusive  of  the  poles 

72.  Mr.  Eustace.]  Then  you  would  want  to  carry  alto- 
gether 2\  ton  weight  per  mile? — Yes,  including  the  poles. 
I  beg  to  put  in  the  following  estimate  of  the  cost  of  con- 
structing a  telegraph  line,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  carriage. 
(See  Appendix  A.) 

Mr.  Knight,  Member  of  the  Committee,  examined. 

Mr  Kni  ht  '^^'  ^^^'  -D^^^^ii']  Can  you  give  us  any  information  about 
the  cost  of  telegraph  poles  in  Beaufort? — Yes.  I  know  of 
one  instance  in  which  sneezewood  poles  were  supplied  at 
three  shillings  each.  They  were  conveyed  a  distance  of  ten 
or  twelve  miles  from  Mr.  Blakeway's  farm. 

74.  Where  is  that  farm  situated  ? — Under  the  Kromie. 

75.  Is  sneezewood  common  in  the  forests  there?— Yes, 
and  also  at  Blinkwater. 

76.  Do  you  know  of  any  sneezewood  in  the  Katberg 
range? — I  believe  there  is. 

77.  The  line  of  telegraph  would  have  to  go  over  the 
Katberg  ? — I  should  say  so ;  a  direct  line  from  Queen's  Town 
to  Fort  Beaufort  must  cross  it. 
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Tuesday  J  5tk  April,  1870. 

PRESENT  : 

Colonial  Secretary  (Chairman), 
Mr.  Darnel],  I  Mr.  Eustace. 


Mr.  Knight, 

Mr.  Wollaston  examined. 

78.  Mr.  Darnell^  What  is  your  last  estimate  of  a  separate  Mr.  woiiastoiu 
line  from  Beaufort  to  Queen's  Town  ? — My  last  estimate  for  Apriililsro. 
a  line  from  Beaufort  to  Queen's  Town,  including  the  instru- 
ment of  Queen's  Town,  is  £35  per  mile. 

79.  Does  it  include  carriage  and  materials  ? — Yes,  every- 
thing, including  the  sneezewood  poles,  it  would  cost  alto- 
gether £3,100. 

80.  What  would  be  the  expense  of  maintenance  with  sneeze- 
wood  poles  ?  — About  thirty  shillings  for  maintenance,  only 
I  may  add  that  I  am  quite  convinced  that  it  is  true  economy 
to  use  only  iron  poles.  The  Wynberg  line  of  telegraph  has 
now  been  put  up  five  years,  and  has  not  cost  one  half-penny 
for  maintenance.  I  may  add  that  the  Kowie  line  would  pro- 
bably cost  about  the  same.  It  would  certainly  be  a  very  cheap 
line, 

81.  Chairman^]  Why  do  you  consider  that  the  Kowie 
line  would  be  a  very  cheap  line  ? — It  happens  to  be  a  very 
favourable  line  between  the  two  places,  and  the  forests  are 
so  near  at  hand  that  I  think  the  poles  and  transport  for 
them  could  be  very  readily  obtained. 
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Estimate  of  Expenses  In  the  erection  of  a  Single  Wire  Tele- 
graph, at  per  mile. 

1. — Imported  Material, 

Galvanized  iron  wire,  No.  7,  B.W.S.,  cwt.  4 
Insulators,  No.  24         ... 

Lightning  dischargers,  No.  24 

Freight  and  shipping  charges,  tons  ^  ... 

Customs  and  wharfage  dues,  say 

Agencies  and  contingencies,  say  ...         ... 

Cost  of  one  mile  of  material  delivered  at  the  Cape  £12  10    0 

The  weight  of  one  mile  of  imported  material,  may,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calculating  cost  of  carriage,  be  taken  at  one  third  of  a  ton. 

2. — Iron  Posts  {if  adopted). 

These  would  also  have  to  be  imported,  and  their  cost, 
including  charges  for  shipping.  Customs  and  wharf- 
age dues,  risk,  agencies,  and  other  contingencies, 
at  per  mile  of  posts  delivered  at  the  Cape,  would 
be  about     ..*£40     0    0 

The  weight  of  one  mile  of  posts  for  calculating  cost  of  inland 
carriage  may  be  taken  at  two  tons. 

Z.— Wood  Posts, 

In  the  case  of  wood  posts  being  used,  they  should  be 
prepared  ready  for  use  in  the  plantation,  and 
their  cost,  exclusive  of  conveying  to  the  line,  may 
be  taken  at  four  shillings  each,  for  one  mile  of 
telegraph,  24  X  4 £4  16     0 

The  weight  of  wood  posts  for  the  purpose  of  calculating  cost  of 
carriage  may  be  taken  at  two  tons  per  mile. 

4. —  Carriage  of  Material. 

This  item  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  and  should  be  well 
considered  by  those  acquainted  with  the  district.  In  ordinary  cases, 
6d.  per  ton  per  mile  is  sufficient  to  allow  for  carting  long  distances, 
and  under  any  circumstances  9d.  per  mile  should  be  a  sufficient 
allowance. 

A.  7-70.  TJBLEaKAPII  EXIKNSION.  C 
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5. — Instruments^  Sfc. 

£50  j>er   station   may  be  taken  as  sufficient  for  fitting  up  each 
working  station. 

6. — Erection. 

This  work,  including  a  provision  for  the  requisite  tools 
and  contingent  expenses,  may  be  taken  at  per  mile 
of  telegraph  ...         ...  .,.          ...         ...     £5     0     0 

7. — Stiperviston  and  Incidental  Expenses. 
Add  15  per  cent,  to  the  total  amount  of  estimate. 

H.  JNO.  PAULING. 
Cjipe  Town,  March  31,  1870. 


Cape  Town,  3 1st  March,  1870. 

The  Hon.  R.  Southey,  Chairman  of  Select  Committee 
on  Telegraph  Extension. 

Sir, — According  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward 
enclosed  a  memorandum  of  expenses  as  estimated  by  me  that 
would  attend  the  erection  of  a  single  wire  telegraph. 

x\sl  am  not  acquainted  with  the  locality  where  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  the  line,  and  consequently  could  not  calculate  distances  for 
conveyance  of  material,  the  estimate  is  incomplete,  but  on  such 
information  being  supplied,  a  total  amount  per  mile  can  be 
arrived  at  without  difficulty. 

The  calculations  and  prices  are  in  my  opinion  sufficiently  liberal 
to  allow  the  work  being  carried  out  in  a  strong  and  substantial 
manner. 

For  several  of  the  items  I  have  applied  prices  for  the  supply  of 
material  that  are  quoted  by  the  eminent  telegraph  contractors, 
Messrs.  Siemens,  of  London.  This  firm  is  one  of  high  standing,  and 
a  good  authority  in  such  matters. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  JNO.  PAULING,  C.E. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 
OF  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  IN  PARLIA- 
MENT ASSEMBLED. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Undersigned,  Inhabitants  of  the  Division  of 

Queen's  Town, 

Humbly  showeth,— That  in  the  year  1864  your  Honourable 
House  was  pleased  to  resolve — in  reference  to  the  extension  of 
the  electric  telegraph  to  Queen's  Town, — that  the  importance  of 
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this  division  rendered  it  desirable  that  the  work  should  be  under- 
taken 80  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  Colonny  would  permit. 

That  since  that  time  the  want  of  this  means  of  communication 
with  the  various  sea-ports,  as  well  as  with  the  seat  of  Government, 
has  been  increasingly  felt. 

That  an  extension  of  the  telegraghic  wire  to  Queen's  Town 
would  be  made  use  of  indirectly,  and  be  considered  as  a  great 
boon  by  the  inhabitants  of  several  neighbouring  towns  and  vil- 
lages, particularly  Dordrecht  and  Tarkastad. 

That,  situated  as  your  memorialists  are,  a  long  distance  from 
the  sea  coast,  and  especially  from  Port  Elizabeth,  between  which 
and  Queen's  Town  an  enormous  business  correspondence  is  con- 
stantly going  on,  a  more  rapid  means  of  communication  on  matters 
of  importance  is  urgently  required. 

That  the  absence  of  telegraphic  communication  between 
Queen's  Town  and  the  sea  coast  will,  in  future,  be  looked  upon 
not  only  as  a  great  disadvantage  to  your  memorialists,  but  as  a 
positive  denial  of  just  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  Parliament. 

That,  situated  as  is  the  town  of  Queen's  Town,  immediately  on 
the  border  of  the  Colony  and  Kafirland,  it  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialists,  be,  in  a  governmental  point  of  view,  a  step 
of  the  greatest  wisdom  and  ultimate  economy  to  establish  such 
means  of  communication  with  the  seat  of  Government,  as  well  as 
with  the  head-quarters  of  the  Frontier  Armed  and  Mounted 
Police. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons,  your  memorialists  beg  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  sanction  such  steps,  or  otherwise 
initiate  such  means  as  may  lead  to  the  speedy  extension  of  the 
telegraph  wire  to  Queen's  Town. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 
&C.3  &c.,  &c. 

CHAS.  BROWN 

(and  48  others). 


[B.  1 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVER- 
NOR TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  HOUSE  OF 
ASSEMBLY. 

P.  E.  WO DE HOUSE,  Governor.  No.  27. 

The  Governor  transmits,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable 
the  House  of  Assembly,  the  copy  of  an  address  from  the 
Honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  recommending  to  his 
favourable  consideration  proposals  for  establishing  telegraphic 
communication  between  Simon's  Town  and  Cape  Point  Light- 
house, between  Port  Elizabeth  and  Cape  Rccif  Lighthouse, 
and  between  Graham's  Town  and  Port  Alfred. 
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lie  18  IcJ  to  believe  that  the  cost,  in  the  two  former  cases,  taken 
tO};etl»cr,  woukl  be  about  £1,400,  and  for  the  last  £1,700. 
Tlie  three  wouKl  cost  about  £250  per  annum  for  working 
and  maintenance. 

Government -house,  24th  March,  1870. 


Legislative  Council,  18th  March,  1870. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  Edmond  AVodeiiouse,  K.C.B., 
Governor  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c., 
&c.,  &c. 

Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution 
adopted  on  the  16th  instant. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, — 

I  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  Excellency  the  following 
Resolution : 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
telegraphic  communication  should  be  established  with  the  light- 
houses on  Cape  Point  and  Cape  Recif ;  and  further,  that  tele- 
graphic communication  should  be  established  between  Port  Alfred 
and  Graham's  Town.  That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  that  His  Excellency  be  requested 
by  respectful  Address,  to  take  the  same  into  his  favourable  con- 
sideration. 

"  SYDNEY  S.  BELL,  President." 


[C.  ] 

Colonial  Office,  26th  March,  1870. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  applying,  by 
direction  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Telegraph  Extension,  to  be 
furnished  with  any  correspondence  between  the  Government  and 
the  Telegraph  Company  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  disposal 
of  the  line  to  the  Government,  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to 
refer  the  committee  to  His  Excellency's  message  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  Ko.  31,  of  the  9th  July,  1868,  forwarding  copies  of 
the  correspondence  applied  for,  and  which  was  printed  by  order 
of  the  House— (A.  24— '68). 

I  have,  &c , 

L.  ADAMSON, 

for  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVER- 
NOR TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  HOUSE  OF 
ASSEMBLY. 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSE,  Governor.  No.  31. 

The  Governor  transmits,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable 
the  House  of  Assembly,  copies  of  correspondence  that  has 
passed  with  the  General  Manager  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Telegraph  Company  relative  to  the  transfer  of  the  undertak- 
ing to  the  Colonial  Government,  together  with  an  extract  of 
a  report  from  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  accom- 
panying a  plan  of  a  building  capable  of  accommodating  the 
Postal  and  Telegraphic  Establishments  in  Cape  Town,  if 
Parliament  should  be  pleased  to  sanction  such  an  arrangement. 

Government-house,  9th  July,  1868. 


Cape  of  Good  Hope  Telegraph  Company, 

Cape  Town,  8th  June,  1868. 

The  Hon'ble  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  Feb- 
ruary, having  reference  to  the  cost  of  the  lines  of  telegraph  from 
Cape  Town  to  Graham's  Town,  and  Cape  Town  to  Simon's  Town, 
respectively,  distinguishing  the  expenditure  for  posts,  wire,  and 
other  imported  articles,  labour,  and  other  charges  under  the  head 
of  construction,  with  similar  particulars  regarding  the  extension 
from  Graham's  Town  to  East  London,  1  have  the  honour  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Cape  Town  and  Graham's  Town 
line,  including  the  purchase  of  the  two  sections  from  Cape  Town 
to  Simon's  Town  and  King  William's  Town  to  East  London,  was 
comprised  in  one  contract  entered  into  by  this  Company,  without 
the  cost  of  each  being  separately  specified. 

That  these  lines,  delivered  complete,  with  instruments,  batteries, 
office  furniture,  and  fittings,  together  with  six  months'  stores,  cost 
this  Company  £62,000. 

That  a  subsequent  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  extension 
from  Graham's  Town  to  King  William's  Town,  uj'a  Fort  Beaufort, 
including  instruments,  &c.,  &c.,  at  a  total  cost  of  £5,550. 

I  am  unable  to  furnish  His  Excellency  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment distinguishing  the  expenditure  by  the  contractor  under  the 
different  heads  of  materials,  labour,  transport,  &c.,  &c. ;  but, 
appended  hereto  (Schedule  A),  beg  to  submit  an  estimate,  baaed 
upon  experience  gained  during  several  years'  management  of  the 
business  of  this  Company,  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
agent  of  the  contractor  during  the  execution  of  the  contracts  above 
reierred  to,  of  the  coat  per  mile  of  i3uch  a  line  of  telegraph  aa  I 
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feel  convinced  would  eventually  prove  the  most  economical,  by 
reducing  to  ;i  minimum  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

I  have,  &c., 

CIIAKLTOX  J.  WOLLASTON, 

Engineer  and  General  Manager. 

SCHEDULE    A. 

Estimate  of  Cost  per  Mile  of  a  Line  of  Telegraph  in  Cape  Colony. 

Line  materials,  including  iron  poles,  wire,  insulators, 
liglitning  conductors  and  tools,  instruments, 
battery,  stores,  instrument  and  office  furniture, 
Buadries £57  19     6 

EXPENDITURE    IN  COLONY. 

Transport         £  3  10     0 

Setting  out  line,  and  labour  in  con- 
struction ... 
Superintendence 
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SCHEDULE    B. 

£11    9 

6 

Statement  compiled  from  Official  Returns,  showing  the  Cost 
per  Mile  of  Lines  of  Telegraph  constructed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand. 

Victoria,  Melbourne : 

AVilliam's  Town  ... 

"William's  Town  to  Queen's  CliflF  

Average  of  whole  of  Lines        

New  Zealand,  431  miles 
South  Australia : 

Melrose  and  Pt.  Augusta,  erected  in  1866 

Lines,  including  stations,  per  mile,  single  line  ... 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  : 

Cape  Town  to  Simon's  Town,  and  Cape  Town 

to  East  London       91     1     7 
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70 
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COLONIAL    SECRETARY  TO   GENERAL   MANAGER,   CAPE  OP   GOOD 
HOPE    TELEGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Colonial  Office,  17th  February,  1868. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  submitting 
certain  proposals  in  reference  to  the  tranifer  of  the  telegraph  lines 
to  the  Government. 
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In  reply.  His  Excellency  desires  me  to  state  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  disposed  to  view  with  favour  the  propositions  you  have 
made,  and  will  lose  no  time  in  obtaining  an  inspection  of  the 
lines,  and  of  availing  itself,  if  necessary,  of  your  offer  to  allow  an 
examination  of  the  books  of  the  Company. 

In  order  that  full  information  on  the  subject  may  be  in  readi- 
ness for  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  His  Excellency  will  bo 
glad  to  be  furnished  with  a  statement  showing  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  the  lines  from  Cape  Town  to  Graham's  Town  and  Simon's 
Town,  respectively,  distinguishing  the  expenditure  for  posts,  wire, 
and  other  imported  articles,  labour  and  other  charges  under  the 
head  of  construction,  with  similar  particulars  regarding  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Graham's  Town  line  to  East  London,  the  annual  cost 
of  maintaining  each  of  these  lines,  and  what  has  been  the  principal 
item  of  expense  under  that  head. 

If  there  have  been  any  particular  portions  of  either  of  the  lines 
more  expensive  to  maintain  than  others,  the  localities  of  those 
portions  and  the  cause  of  the  increased  expense. 

The  expense  per  annum  of  working  the  lines  (excluding  repairs), 
and  the  items  constituting  it. 

I  have,  &c., 
L.  ADAM  SON,  for  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


GENERAL   MANAGER,   CAPE   OF   GOOD    HOPE    TELEGRAPH    COM- 
PANY,  TO   GOVERNOR   SIR   P.    E.   WODEHOUSE. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  Telegraph  Com.  (Limited), 

Cape  Town,  30th  January,  1868. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  letter  (No.  1,037)  of  11th  October, 
1867,  upon  the  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  lines  of  telegraph 
of  this  Company  to  the  Colonial  Government,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  the  following  proposal  for  your  Excellency's  consideration  : 

1st.  That  a  competent  person  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  whole,  or  such  portions  of  the  lines  of  telegraph  and  stations  as 
your  Excellency  may  select. 

2nd.  That  the  books  of  the  Company  should  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  a  person  to  be  appointed  by  your  Excellency. 

3rd.  That  surplus  stores,  not  in  actual  use,  be  taken  over  at 
the  cost  to  this  Company. 

4th.  That  with  the  transfer  of  the  telegraph  all  questions  should 
be  closed,  and  the  contract  of  2 let  November,  1861,  be  cancelled. 

5th.  That  the  price  to  be  paid  be  £45,000,  in  cash  or  deben- 
tures, as  may  be  mutually  agreed. 

I  shall  be  quite  prepared,  either  personally  or  in  writing,  to 
give  such  information  as  your  Excellency  may  require. 

I  have,  &c., 

CHARLTON  J.  WOLLASTON, 

EngiuQer  and  GeuQcal  Manager. 
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f        ztarv  to  general  manage/;    w  capj  of  good  uope 
tl:l:.cf.apii  company  to  colonial  secretary. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  Telegraph  Company  (Limited), 

Cape  Town,  5th  INIarch,  18G8. 

Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  General  Manager,  who  is  absent 
on  the  Frontier,  to  forward  the  following  particulars  in  reply  to 
your  letter  of  17th  ultimo,  having  reference  to  the  transfer  of  the 
telegraph  lines  to  the  Government,  and  to  inform  you  that  Mr. 
Wollaston  will  himself  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  letter  asking 
for  cost  of  lines,  &c. 

In  obtaining  the  following  amounts,  the  average  has  been  taken 
for  the  last  four  years,  viz.:  from  Ist  January,  1864,  to  Slst 
January,  1868. 

The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  lines  from  Cape  Town  to 
Graham's  Town  and  Simon's  Town,  and  the  extension  from 
Graham's  Town  to  East  London,  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

1.  Cape  Town  to  Graham's  Town,  £1,355  19s.  (one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  nineteen  shillings). 

2.  Cape  Town  to  Simon's  Town,  £33  12s.  (thirty-three  pounds 
twelve  shillings). 

3.  Graham's  Town  to  East  London,  £133  133.  (one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  pounds  thirteen  shillings). 

The  expense  per  annum  of  working  the  lines  (excluding  repairs) 
amounts  to  £4,755  93.  (four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fi.fty-five 
pounds  and  nine  shillings),  and  composed  of  the  following  items, 
namely : 


Stationery  and  printing    . 

£194     6 

0 

Salaries       ...         ... 

2,309  10 

0 

Maintenance  of  lines 

968     6 

0 

Travelling  expenses 

407  11 

0 

Tools          

34     6 

0 

Materials    ... 

71     2 

0 

Materials  (imported) 

146  16 

0 

Postages 

43  17 

0 

Incidents    ... 

170     9 

0 

Rent  of  offices 

409     6 

0 

£4,755     9    0 

The  most  expensive  and  diflficult  sections  to  maintain  have  been 
between  Port  Elizabeth  and  Graham's  Town,  Uitenhage  and 
Humansdorp,  Kromme  Elver  in  Langkloof,  and  between  King 
William's  Town  and  East  London. 

I  have,  &c., 
JOHN  D.  DEN,  Secretary  to  Gen.  Manager. 
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